























Time present and time past


Are both perhaps present in time future, 


And time future contained in time past.


If all time is eternally present 


All time is unredeemable. 


. . .What might have been and what has been 


Point to one end, which is always present.


Footfalls echo in the memory 


Down the passage which we did not take


Towards the door we never opened . . .


						- T.S. Eliot, Four Quartets.








History revisits and reviews our understanding of the world, and as such, it is inevitably coloured by our feelings and emotions. Landscapes and parks have always been the subject of very powerful feelings and emotions, and so these are an important element of parks history. The fusion of time is very well demonstrated by the program of this symposium, where speakers are addressing issues which are of very real and deep concern to them. Although the primary task is to explore ways in which parks systems have evolved and developed, questions of how that exploration can illuminate the current state of the parks and our future options have also come to the fore.





I trust that it will prove an enjoyable, exciting and valuable event for all present.








Elery Hamilton-Smith





Convenor.




















All symposium presentations will be held in the Ballroom unless otherwise announced.
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Thursday, 16th. April


         2.00 p.m. 


         


         2.10 p.m.


�



Welcome to Symposium : Chair Elery Hamilton-Smith





Keynote Address :  A/Prof. Susan Markham, Acadia University,  Nova Scotia, Canada.





This keynote address will illustrate several of the roles that women have played in the history of national parks. Drawing from mythology, personal accounts, biographies, media portrayals, and current research literature the address will review the contributions of women to the creation, preservation, development and operation of national parks in Canada, the United States and Australia. The national park systems in several western countries began in the mountains; and mythology gives us examples of the mystical powers of the mountains and the goddesses who dwelt there, including Gaea Olympia, Zeus' grandmother and many others. Closer to our own experiences are the roles of women as members of the local Indian tribes into whose way of life the Anglo-Europeans descended; as adventurers and mountaineers who not only climbed and explored, but founded organizations such as the Alpine Club of Canada; as part of pressure groups such as the National Council of Women of Canada and the Sierra Club who advocated preserving the parks from destruction; as promoters of the parks and as operators of tourist establishments and lodges to serve parks visitors; as the spouses of national park staff, and as paid staff of the various national parks services; and most recently in Canada as the federal government minister responsible for both the preservation and the operation of Canada's national park system�
�
         3.00 p.m.�
Afternoon Tea�
�
         3.30 p.m.�
Parks in Cultural Context   Chair Sue Hodges, State Library of Victoria.





Anthony English & Sharon Veale, NSW National Parks & Wildlife Service : Cultural Heritage Assessments of New Parks





Assessing the cultural heritage of new parks involves the representation and respect for a diverse, sometimes conflicting, range of values and expectations.  Technical skills are important, but they are only valuable in so far as they are pliant and capable of illuminating the past in ways that speak to the community and fulfil the needs of the commissioning agency.  





There is both potential and peril in cultural heritage assessment.  Uneasy alliances exist between disciplines, as they often do between the community and the NSW National Parks and Wildlife Service, as they approach heritage conservation and management.  This paper considers the role of the community and that of the parks service in the context of heritage assessment and two specialist disciplines which are supposedly equipped to provide answers.  
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Thursday, 16th. April





4.00 p.m.�






Anthony English, NSW National Parks & Wildlife Service :


Joint Management of Protected Areas with Aboriginal Communities in NSW: Possible Directions Under the National Parks & Wildlife (Aboriginal Ownership ) Amendment Act 1996 (NSW)





This paper will examine the implications of the new Aboriginal Ownership Act for protected area and cultural heritage management in NSW. The structure of the Act will be briefly outlined before some of the major changes that it may bring about are canvassed. Areas which will be focused on are possible changes in definition and perception of park landscapes, changes to agency culture, the development and form of Plans of Management and the level of Aboriginal involvement in environmental management. 


�
�
         4.30 p.m.�
Sharon Veale, NSW National Parks and Wildlife Service :


Democratising History - National Parks and Communities Today 





The historiography of parks is largely that of professional historians writing scholarly histories according to accepted standards.  Within the NSW National Parks and Wildlife Service this model is still relevant, although it is subservient to other disciplines concerned primarily with analysing the physical remains of culture. 





With the democratisation of history in recent years history has attained new status.  Family and local history, along with the proliferation of museums, historical displays and historical societies demonstrate that historical endeavour is on the rise.  





What this has come to mean is that it is no longer possible or desirable to write the history of parks or other places without active public participation.  Indeed professional histories are being enriched by private memories and stories.  Public participation in park history and its implications for history, park planning and management will be examined in the paper through the shifting role between the public and the historian.
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�
         6.30  p.m.�
Dinner�
�
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Friday 17th April








         9.00 a.m.�
Victoria’s Alpine Parks : Chair Deidre Slattery, LaTrobe University, Bendigo.





Ruth Lawrence, LaTrobe University, Bendigo : Environmental History of the Bogong High Plains


The Bogong High Plains are the largest plateau of alpine and subalpine environment in Victoria's Alpine National Park. Climatic variations have occurred on the Bogong High Plains and in surrounding areas since the commencement of meteorological data collection in the early 1900s. The minor climatic change in the mid 1940s that has been documented for south�eastern Australia also occurred in the area. Annual precipitation prior to 1945 was lower than that in succeeding years. This change was particularly noticeable during the spring months. In this paper, it is argued that the relatively dry climatic conditions experienced on the Bogong High Plains during the first half of this century were largely responsible for the fire and grazing history of that era. The incidence, frequency and extent of both droughts and bushfires in the Bogong High Plains area between the 1900s and mid l940s can be linked to the prevailing climatic conditions of the time. The occurrence of a number of severe droughts in south�eastern Australia resulted in the movement of large numbers of stock onto the Bogong High Plains during the same period. The precipitation during the spring months of the 1900s to l 940s was low relative to later decades, and this would have placed the plants under some stress during their growing season. It is likely that the movement of stock into the area at that time of year would have added extra stress to the alpine and subalpine vegetation communities. The result of the climatic and land use history of the Bogong High Plains was the well�documented decline in vegetation cover that appears to have reached a maximum just as the climatic conditions began to ameliorate around the mid 1940s.


�
�
         9.30 a.m.�
Peter Jacobs and Gillian Anderson, Parks Victoria : Battles and Victories In the Victorian Alps : Mount Buffalo and Alpine National Parks





Mount Buffalo and Alpine National Parks are in the same biogeographic area but have a very different history of Park Management, reflecting a change in attitudes and a sometimes bitter debate over resource use in the alps since late last century. 


Mount Buffalo is this year celebrating its Centenary as a national park. Through the efforts of the Bright Alpine Club and the Field Naturalists Club of Victoria, 1152 hectares was set aside for a national park on 4th  November 1898. Along with Wilsons Promontory National Park, dedicated the same year, these parks were the first in Victoria and indeed amongst the first in the World. The park is now 31,000 Hectares and is an icon in Victoria attracting 250,000 visitor days per year. It is often referred to as the "Classic" national park. 


Nearby however, a debate raged over the future of the rest of the alpine region of Victoria. Grazing, logging and mining were becoming established in this vast remote area. Since early this century, calls for protection fell on deaf ears. Finally in 1989, the vision of a large national park spanning 646,000 hectares across the Alps was achieved, but there were many compromises that to some are still regarded as unacceptable.
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Friday 17th April





         10.00 a.m.�






Neville Byrne, Australian Alps national parks Co-operative Management program : Cross-border Management of  National Parks





The establishment of almost all of Australia’s national parks has reflected a history of parochialism and individual State interests.  It is only in the last fifteen years that we have moved towards a national parks system to tries to ignore the State borders and barriers imposed by the Constitution of the Commonwealth of Australia.





The progressive declaration of national park areas in the Australian Alps lead to a concept of bio-geographic management that ignored State and Territory borders.  The Australian Alps Co-operative Management program involves four different governments agreeing on the strategic directions and priorities for management of a bio-geographic area that crosses the State/Territory borders.





The Memorandum of Understanding in relation to the management of the Australian Alps national parks turns twelve years old today and the successes of over a decade of co-operation are evident both in the direct management of the conservation reserves and in the attitudes of the field staff entrusted with this responsibility.


�
�
         10.30 a.m.�
Morning Tea�
�
         11.00 a.m.�
Two Concurrent Workshops





1. The Potential for a Parks History Museum


    Led by Graham Parkes and Andy Nixon





2. Constitutional and legal issues in parks protection


 Led by Angela Munro


�
�
         1.00 p.m.�
Lunch�
�
         2.00 p.m.�
Formal  Opening of the Symposium : Chair Dr. Neil Lipscombe, Charles Sturt University.





Stephen McArthur M.L.A. will speak on behalf of the Minister, the Hon. Marie Tehan, M.L.A.�
�
         2.30 p.m.�
Keynote Address : Sir Rupert Hamer, Premier of Victoria 


1973-81  Chair Neil Lipscombe, Charles Sturt University





Under Sir Rupert’s leadership, the government of Victoria made unprecedented advances in public land management. Acting on recommendations from the Land Conservation Council, significant new National Parks and other protected areas were established, the National Park Service became a truly professional land management agency, and the metropolitan regional parks system was established. We have invited him to speak about his experience as Premier during this very exciting period, and to share his reflections upon the Victorian parks system. �
�






Friday 17th April





         3.00 p.m.�






J. D. Brookes Director, Victoria National Parks l 975� l 979, 


The great expansion: National Parks Service, Victoria 1975 �1980





This is an account, of necessity incomplete, of how in five remarkable years a very small government agency � the National Parks Service, with few resources, few friends and many who did not wish it well, and fighting for its life, was turned into a skilled and competent land and resource manager which changed the way Victoria's elite real estate � the National and State Parks � were managed and used by the public.





In the five years parks increased from 24 to 57 in number and from 205,300 to 777,800 hectares in area. Visitors and recreational facilities provided increased greatly in number, type and standards, as did the standard of management of the natural assets of the parks. It was the greatest period in the history of park management in Victoria. The NPS did what few human organisations, public or private, can do � expand rapidly in size and complexity of  functions and improve quality of performance at the same time.


�
�
         3.30 p.m.�
Afternoon Tea�
�
         4.00 p.m.�
Perspectives on Victoria’s National Parks : Chair Penny Davidson, Charles Sturt University.





Geoff Durham : The National Parks Advisory Council





The paper reviews the circumstances of the creation of the National Parks Advisory Council pursuant to the National Parks Act 1975, and covers its composition and statutory  responsibilities. How it has operated is described with reference to its meetings,  inspections of parks and to its Annual Reports which are tabled in Parliament, and thereby become public documents.





In commenting on how it has been regarded reference is made to the remarks of the Auditor General in the May 1995 report on the National Parks Service � ''Managing Parks for Life”.





An assessment is made of the Council's contribution to parks. It has provided continuity  during administrative re�structures. Its members are representative of the community and contribute expertise. It is independent of both the Government and the bureaucracy. Its limitations are discussed.





The paper concludes with reflections on the past and possible future role of the Council.
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Friday 17th April





         4.30 p.m.�






Jane Lennon : Influences Shaping Victorian National Park Management from 1970





This paper will examine changes in the management of Victoria's national parks and conservation reserves following the establishment of the Land Conservation Council in 1970, the introduction of a modern National Parks Act in 1975 and the development of a professional National Parks Service.





It will look at the personalities involved, their training and the philosophies that influenced them. The impact of ideas and models of planning and operations from overseas, especially in the United States National Park Service and the English Countryside Commission will be assessed. Domestic influences such as national policies and government organisational re�arrangements will be discussed along with the impact of global trends in both conservation and tourism


�
�
         5.00 p.m.�
Don Saunders : Towards a representative system of conservation reserves for Victoria





This paper traces the growth of the conservation reserve system in Victoria.  From the 1880s, areas which are now part of the State’s conservation reserve system were set aside; however most were established for tourism reasons or for protection of particular species and landscapes rather than ecosystem protection.  They were managed by a great diversity of agencies.  This continued after the establishment of the National Parks Authority in 1957 and there was little thought, at least officially, of working towards an ecologically representative system.





With the formation of the Land Conservation Council in 1971 came the opportunity for a more systematic approach to ecosystem conservation.  This has been taken further with the Environment Conservation Council Act 1997 which requires the Council to have regard to the need for a comprehensive, adequate and representative system of parks and reserves within the State.





In recent years the Commonwealth has also played a role, particularly in the funding of land purchase and the Regional Forest Agreement process which includes a review of the adequacy of land dedicated to conservation.





The selection of representative areas has become more complex with the increasing knowledge we have of ecosystems.  Another major problem is that some of the ecosystems are almost entirely on freehold land.  These issues are discussed.


�
�
         6.30 p.m.�
Dinner�
�
         8.00 p.m.�
Workshop





3.  Changing Roles of Park Rangers


     Led by Felicity Brooke


�
�












Saturday, 18th April





        9.30 a.m.�






Mt. Buffalo Walk, led by Peter Jacobs, Ranger-in-charge, Mt. Buffalo National Park.


�
�
         11.30 a.m.�
Workshop





4.  Interpretation - Issues and Trends


     Led by Michael Howes


�
�
         1.00 p.m.�
Lunch�
�
         2.00 p.m.�
A Diversity of Parks     Chair : Ray Supple





Robin Grimwade and Colin Cheshire : The Story of Centennial park, Sydney


(Abstract not Available)


�
�
         2.30 p.m.�
Jane Lennon : Wilsons Promontory National Park -History of its Management as a National Park





This paper will outline a thematic history of Wilsons Promontory then examine its history of park management. The pressures, policies and trends in management over the last 100 years will be highlighted in this examination. Its establishment, development before the Second World War and after, and its role as a cornerstone of the National Parks Service following the 1975 Act will be explored.





Administration, ranger services, tourism and visitor accommodation, conservation, research and public education /interpretation will be discussed arid illustrate the wider role of  “The Prom” as a mirror of park management in Victoria As well as being the cornerstone of the continent, “The Prom” is a special place to many Victorians.


�
�
         3.00 p.m.�
Ian McKellar : The northern section of Wilsons Promontory





The northern section of Wilsons Promontory is a relatively isolated area whose only human access is by walking tracks or by sea. It is proposed that it be maintained as a wilderness. At the time the National Park was contemplated a substantial tourist township had just been planned and gazetted. To be known as Seaforth, a subdivision plan was prepared and some allotments were sold to private owners. It failed to thrive and all lots eventually were resumed by the Crown and incorporated in the National Park. Subsequently tin was discovered in the Mount Hunter area. When this metal was in short supply due to the 1914-18 war the Government was pressured into allowing mining within the Park. One company installed plant and infrastructure and started work but it too failed and abandoned the leases. This paper examines the history of these projects and reports on the present day status of their sites.


�
�
         3.30 p.m.�
Afternoon Tea�
�









Saturday, 18th April





         4.00 p.m.�
Some Wider Perspectives : Chair Ray Supple





Debbie Quarmby : The Tasmanian National Parks Service


(Abstract not available)


�
�
         4.30 p.m.�
Rachel Faggetter : Making every visit count - interpretation in Victoria's national parks.





National parks are cultural institutions which express ideas and values important to our community.  This paper reflects on the role of interpretation as the communication link between parks and their visitors. An essential factor in making each visit memorable and rewarding is the quality of the interpretive presentation, whether it be a face-to-face encounter with a knowledgeable, enthusiastic guide, or the creative design of a walking track. I will discuss interpretation as a key element in the successful community drive first to establish and now to enhance the national park system: a key element in the management of today's parks, both for conservation and the design of high quality visitor experiences; and as a key element in imagining the future of parks within the entire ecosphere.  A comprehensive statewide policy on interpretation is needed to give integrity, depth and consistency to the whole system as well as revealing the special significance of each park. It is less a question of counting each visitor than of making each visit count.


�
�
         5.00 p.m.�
Colin Hall and James Higham, University of Otago : Wilderness in New Zealand





New Zealand is generally regarded as being at the forefront of national


park and wilderness protection. However, in recent years this image has become tarnished through difficulties in developing adequate management strategies for the Conservation Estate and increasing pressures on the natural environment.





This paper provides an environmental history of wilderness in New Zealand. It examines the development of the national park and protected area concept, particularly with respect to the notion of waste lands, and the development of a national wilderness system. The paper notes that the current identification of wilderness areas in New Zealand rests on actions taken in the 1980s. However, in the 1990s wilderness areas are under increased pressure, particularly through the growth of tourism, and substantial recreational displacement is occurring with a subsequent decline in wilderness quality.





The paper concludes by observing that if such pressures continue without adequate management strategies being developed, then New Zealand will be facing a catastrophic, and perhaps irreversible,  decline in wilderness quality in the next century. However, at present there is little indication that such strategic developments are forthcoming.


�
�
         6.30 p.m.�
Dinner�
�
         8.00 p.m.�
Workshop 


Future Directions and Structure for a Parks History Group.


Led by Graham Parkes and Elery Hamilton-Smith �
�



Sunday, 19th. April





9.00 a.m.�






Parks and People : Chair Graham Parkes





David Branagan, University of Sydney Geologists and the Australian national parks system





It is almost axiomatic that the national parks of Australia owe their raison d'etre to geology. Without geology the Warrumbungles, the Grampians, Uluru, Mt. Buffalo simply would not be. Yet today geology seems to play a negligible part in the National Parks system. which are consumed by biology.





'I'he development of today's parks system from the 1930s is due largely to the persistence of 'amateurs", knowledgeable nature lovers such as Miles Dunphy, but geologists have had a role in the growth of the parks system.





While many geologists are concerned with the discovery and development of mineral resources, it is a nice irony that John Lucas, one time Minister for Mines, ensured that every New South Wales town has land reserved for parks. The Jenolan Caves reserve (1866) is his particular memorial.





In the early 1900s geologists such as T.W.E. David and E..C. Andrews, through popular journalism, made the landscape known to the public. W.R. Browne was a major figure from the 1950s in reservation of the Kosciuszko primitive region. 'I'he Geological Society of Australia became involved in the consideration of National Parks, particularly concerning sites of geological significance and access for geological mapping, in the 1960s, and involvement continues.


�
�
9.30 a.m.�
Linden Gillbank, University of Melbourne : A nineteenth century botanical voice - Ferdinand Mueller's desire for vegetation reserves in East Gippsland.





By the 1880s Victoria had legislation which allowed the reservation of land for various purposes and a government botanist who had developed a substantial knowledge of the colony's vegetation. Ferdinand Mueller had spent decades investigating and documenting its distribution and taxonomy. 





In the 1850s Mueller twice trekked across the lower Snowy River to examine a patch of cabbage tree palms and other luxuriant patches of `jungle' and in 1860 reached the eastern tip of the colony. From the plants he collected during these trips he named many new species including the Gippsland waratah. In the 1880s, when tracks were being cut and land selected east of the Snowy River, Mueller argued for the reservation of palm `jungle' and waratah valleys and supported an extensive FNCV expedition there.


This paper examines the formation and outcomes of Mueller's desire for reserves in East Gippsland. 


�
�









Sunday, 19th. April





10.00 a.m.�






Pat Comben : Romeo Watkins Lahey - Guide to the Queensland National Parks Movement





This paper seeks to trace the influences on, and the influence of, Romeo Watkins Lahey over the almost sixty years during which he was the dominant Queensland figure in the development of public and governmental policy on national parks. Lahey’s life work mirrors the growth, development and maturing of the state’s national parks policy. He agitated for the earliest major park, formed the National Parks Association, developed pack policies still in place today, in part drove Queensland's “Golden Age” of park declarations and continued to actively seek new national parks up to his death. Without Lahey, Queensland's system of parks would today be vastly different. 


�
�
         10.30 a.m.�
Morning Tea�
�
         11.00 a.m.�
Susan E. Markham, Acadia University, Nova Scotia, Canada : The Canadian National Parks Association:


Volunteer Advocates Trying to Form the Parks in Their Image





Born in 1923 and disintegrated in 1952 - thus could read the obituary


for the Canadian National Parks Association.  The Association began as an advocacy group with strong ties to the Alpine Club of Canada which attempted to protect a national park in the Rocky Mountains against development and resource extraction. However, when its first issue was resolved, the group changed its mandate to promote recreation in the out-of-doors. The organization, through its executive, individual members and member organizations worked throughout the 1930's to promote government involvement in recreation citing the various benefits to individual and community health and using as a proposed model the German "out into the open" movement. 





In the late 1930's the mandate changed again to promote recreational travel with issues of parks, highways and the preservation of scenery. The CNPA limped through the war years, again picked up its interest in parks and active outdoor recreation, then disappeared after 1952. This paper includes the investigation of Association materials including its publications and correspondence to determine its view of parks and recreation, the role of its Executive Secretary, W.J.S. Walker, the make-up of its membership, the impact of the executive on the Association's policies, and the influence of the Association on national parks in Canada. 


�
�

































Sunday, 19th. April





         11.30 a.m.�
Closing Address


Elery Hamilton-Smith : Changing assumptions underlying national park systems





The term ‘National Park’ has had many meanings, both from time to time and from one culture to another. Discussion of national parks often excludes parklands under other names, even though these may have been of similar character to those formally designated as national parks. Thus Jenolan Caves (1866) appears to have been Australia’s first wildland reserve and the first to enjoy protective regulation (1872). King’s Park in Perth (1872) was certainly equivalent to what was formally our first national park - what is now the Royal National Park in Sydney.





The early parks were based in a variety of motives and assumptions. Royal National Park arose largely out of concern about public health, and was an expression of the ‘lungs for the city’  idea in providing healthy recreation for urban dwellers. It also provided a site for acclimatisation, and was seen as resource to be exploited in order to pay the expenses of its own management, while the conservation ideal only emerged very slowly. Others demonstrated  various blends of  recreation, entertainment, acclimatisation, conservation, exploitation, celebration and privilege.





This paper will identify the assumptions which seem to underlie the diversity of uses, and in particular, will track the varying concepts of conservation and recreation. Within Australia, ideas based in some kinds of scientific rationalism dominate, and the role of park visitors remains ambiguous. This reflects the influence of both the U.S. parks experience and the ‘naturalist’ dominance in Australian parks. The holistic approaches which are more characteristic of Central Europe have had relatively little influence, yet may offer a great deal in furthering the philosophical foundations of parks management.


�
�
         12.00 a.m.�
Farewell by the chair.�
�
          12.30  a.m.�
Lunch�
�































































Other Papers
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Two further papers have been submitted, but the authors are unable to be present. It may be possible to arrange for their presentation if time permits ; otherwise, they will be included in the proceedings.





Laurissa A. Werhun and Paul F. J. Eagles, University of Waterloo, Canada : The Role of Interest Groups In The Creation of Parks in Canada in the 1960 to 1990 period: A case study of Parks in the Bruce Peninsula Area of Ontario





Considerable attention has been devoted to the rise of the environmental movement in Canada in the 1960 to 1990 period.  Public interest groups appear to play an increasingly important role over the period. These public interest groups, through participation in the planning process, led demands for more stringent and effective conservation and management strategies. These demands were translated into public policy. 





This study developed an understanding of interest group's input with the parks system planning process in Canada, through a case study of park establishment in the Bruce Peninsula area of  Ontario. This is a useful area for a case study because early in the period the Province of Ontario established Cypress Lake Provincial Park and Fathom Five Provincial Park, and later in the period the Government of Canada created Fathom Five National Marine Park and Bruce Peninsula National Park. The national parks were created in the same area, as the provincial park and other provincial crown land was transferred to the national government.  Historical research indicated a stark difference in the role of interest groups during the 1961 to 1971 period of park establishment for the provincial parks and the 1981 to 1987 period of park establishment for the national parks.





In the first period government bureaucrats were the key decision makers. The general public and interest groups played minor, observatory roles and were essentially on the outside of the policy and planning process. However, by 1981 a shift in government planning and policy development resulted in an entirely different and more active role for interest groups. From 1981 through 1987 the involvement of interest groups was extensive. National, provincial, regional and local interest groups were deeply involved in proposing and discussing policy options. Importantly one interest group, local township residents, as represented by the elected Township Councils, was given delegated power over policy choices by Parks Canada. 





The implications of these findings are discussed. This research has


implications for the understanding the planning and management of provincial and national parks in Canada during the 1960 to 1990 period.





John Jenkins, University of Canberra, The NSW Department of Lands and the establishment of National Parks


(Abstract not available)
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